4. Address by Peter Hulley in support of petition to install lights on path in South Park.

Thank you for the opportunity to present my petition this evening. As a resident of the Divinity Road area and a student of Oxford Brookes, it has become increasingly evident to me over the past year that it is imperative that lights are fitted along the path at the top of South Park. I understand that the path was opened for use by Cheney School students to use during the day. However, the logic which required the path to be opened - that of it being the most direct route between the school and residential areas around Cowley Road, has inevitably meant that the path has also become the main route for other pedestrians, including Brookes students and other residents, very often at night. 

As a student walking to and from Brookes campus at night, it has become evident to me that of all the parts of the route to be left unlit, this is the worst: it is too dark to even see your feet, to the point that it is possible to lose the path; I have often come near to walking into other people. Anyone who has read the comments on the petition will see that there is consensus that the path is scary to walk along at night. This has only been made worse by the knowledge that there was a sexual assault in the park last year. 

Many girls of my acquaintance are too scared to walk through the park alone at night, and take the longer route along Cheney Lane. Though this route is only 3 minutes longer, this is long enough to dissuade most people taking it, and it also requires walking along an unpaved path, which most avoid because it is very muddy in winter. Thus a new danger arises; that of pedestrians walking on the road. It is possible to walk along Gipsy Lane, which is the only safe route at night, but hardly anyone does this, as it is significantly longer. 

A concern has been raised about the lights causing antisocial behaviour. However, this doesn’t make sense. Even if lights do contribute to more antisocial behaviour, surely this is a small price to pay for the sake of real increased safety? The petition has been signed by a mixture of students, parents and local residents. I hope that the council will listen to their concerns. Thank you.



Text of petition: (571 signatures)
Oxford City Council: Install lights along the path at the top of South
Park
About this petition
Oxford City Council should install lights along the length of the path at the top of South Park as a matter of priority. The path's location between student housing / halls in Cowley and Brookes University mean that it is commonly used as a thoroughfare by students. It is similarly used by students at Cheney School. Though it affords a beautiful view over the city's famous dreaming spires during the day, at night it offers no view at all. Many returning from a late night stint at the library or a night out will be familiar with the routine: a growing sense of apprehension when approaching the path; a quickened pace to traverse the path as quickly as possible. The lack of lighting means that on a dark night it's impossible to even see your feet unless you have enough charge on your phone to use it as a torch. The park's reputation as a site of past sexual assault makes the installation of lights a matter of even greater urgency. (Copy and paste this link into your browser for more information:http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-29327722)
If you feel that the path at the top of South Park should have lights installed, sign the petition! Let's aim for 500 signatures, but the more the better! The petition will be presented to the Members of the City Council for consideration.
This is the path in question:
[image: ]
Below is the alternative route, which is unpaved along Cheney Lane.
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image1.png
Y/ & Password recovery | Petit. X/ IR Cheney Ln, Oxford OX3, |
«

) Phone Book

ca https://www.google.co.uk/maps/dir/51.7525191,-1.2246528/51.7510231,-1.224098/@51.753731,-1.226249,16.77z/data='4m2!4m1!3e2
Apps [ Gmail [ Oxford Brookes Uni..

Learn more

I i %
H o
King's MillLn E ey
a e
S0 & i
e & g
o &
z
0 - S )
alén College NS Oxford Brookes. % 5 5
ws' Garden = Uriversity % 2 g
s % H g
ji g
Headingtes 5 3
feadingtor Hill ark & Oxford Brookes % by
o ® Universty Centre For. %
&8
NG
0 0 Rd
Church Meadow -
Cheney Student Vilage
S, Cheney School
eney -
Cheney Ln [T idRoad Campus
°
e, %
L3 8 Sy,
S 4 Uze
° " >
ﬁ 2 min Q@
8 0 mie & Y
) 5
o South Park, Oxford 4 P0sever o et
South Park 4 oo
.8Wam=funi Ln o
0
Werneford Hospital +
nig *,
- %y, -
Eartn e 8
Google 9% § o 2
e Mep dea 82015 Google _Terms _Privacy _Report s problem__100m i

i) 17




image2.png
I Password recovery | iPetit
€

Learn more

c f https://www.google.co.uk/maps/dir/51.751059,-1.2241208/51.7524822,-1.2246684/@51.7531741,-1.224867,16.79z/data=14m9!4m8! 1m5!3m4!1m2!1d-1.22209!2d51.7524197!3s0x4876c15d66dbf2ff:0xc5ea301cc994344e! 1m0!3e2
152 Apps [ Gmail [ Oxford Brookes Uni.. [ Phone Book
Cookies help us deliver our services. By using our services, you agree to our use of cookies.

o g 2
%) s
et F 2
& £
G =
z
= £ @ @
- Oxford Brookes 2 z 2 g
4 Universty % 3 ] g
g 2 z
7i <
S
0 L% 4
Headington Hil Park < OxfordBrookes A S
o * University Centre For. %
20 >
e
RS
- Old Ry
Cheney Student Vilage.
i Cheney School =
Ch 5 min
YLy s >
Ch 0ld Road Campus
=t :henayLng 35 s e 0 000
9 3
o
. 2
"7
etﬁ/lze
.
o o \
. Ae
South Park, Oxford & %056y o
0 . el e =
South Park ° G
°
OWarneford Ln
"
Wameford Hospial
%,
ey o
o
+
. "
Morrel A ChurchillHy = |
Earth )
Morell Ave Google R
E Vep dta €201 Google _Terms _rivacy_ Report  problem

pX





